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Parish Council Report – October 2016
Didcot Technology Park Local Development Order
Cllrs Beadle and Walker attended a public exhibition of proposals for the development of
land at Hill Farm, north Didcot (OX14 4PJ) at the Didcot Civic Hall on Wednesday, 14th
September.
Forming part of the Didcot Growth Accelerator Enterprise Zone, the Vale of White Horse
District Council is proposing to prepare a Local Development Order (LDO) for this site to
grant planning permission for business related uses subject to specified development
parameters and conditions. The plans highlighted development of Hi-Tech industrial units
with associated parking on either side of the access road to Hanson’s site extending from
the A4130 to the fishing lakes on the east side and Hills farm on the west side.
Representatives from the Council, and the developer partner - Reef Estates - were in
attendance for this non-statutory consultation to invite early comment on the proposed LDO
and to answer any queries about the proposal.
Further information about this proposal is available; please contact Lisa Kamali, Major
Applications Officer, Vale of White Horse District Council: 01235 422600.
Appleford Football Club
A new youth football team is to use the recreation ground for the coming year. The team is to
be called Appleford Football Club and their kit colours will be Green. They will have a logo
designed which will have an apple situated in the middle of it.
Pictures and information are to follow once things are sorted with The FA. For further details
please contact applefordpc@googlemail.com
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Recreation Ground Maintenance
The Parish Council has sanctioned the repairs to the swings in the recreation park following
the annual inspection by Wicksteeds. We are waiting on an agreed date for
these works to commence but apologise for any inconvenience caused by these works or for
the absence of the swings during this period. For further details please contact
applefordpc@googlemail.com
Defibrillator Training
One training session has already been held and reports were very positive. APC are looking
to hold a further two events encompassing more general First Aid training. It is thought that
one course could be held for a younger audience 10+. For further details please contact
applefordpc@googlemail.com
HGV’s and Speedwatch
Residents will have hopefully noticed the two signs on the roadside at either end of the
village highlighting “Speedwatch” activity. We hope these have had the desired effect to slow
road users driving through the village. It is hoped this may be extended to more physical
activities and volunteers are being sought to help orchestrate this and to also take part. For
further details please contact applefordpc@googlemail.com
Don’t forget that Appleford PC is now on Facebook & Twitter. Please do feel free to join us
and to use the pages to stay informed/ post updates, view/ post pertinent village information,
events, photographs etc.

Appleford on Thames Parish Council
@ApplefordPc

Ed Vaizey Parish News August 2016
Parliament has returned from the summer recess, and an interesting Parliamentary
term lies ahead. The Government will begin to produce its proposals on what Brexit will
mean and what form our future relationship with the EU will take. As you know, I
campaigned for remain during the referendum campaign, and I will be watching
developments carefully to ensure that jobs and the economy in our constituency and the
country as a whole are protected.
Being a backbench MP now gives me more freedom to raise constituency issues in
Parliament. As a Minister, I could not ask parliamentary questions or participate in
debates outside my own department. I have hit the ground running since Parliaments
return, and details of the questions I have asked and debates I have hosted can be
read on my website.
The last few weeks have seen two tragic accidents along the A34, and this has led to
renewed calls to make improvements to the road. I have had a meeting to discuss this
situation with local MPs Richard Benyon and Nicola Blackwood, and I am arranging a
roundtable meeting with the Minister responsible for roads, having raised the issue in
Parliament. I am looking forward to discussing what proposals the Government has to
improve the safety of the A34.

Appleford Pressings October 2016

Page 2

I am always keeping an eye out for new services that my constituents might find
useful. There is now a new free three digit number that can be used to report or find out
about power cuts. The service can be contacted on 105, and will put you straight
through to your local electricity company who will be able to let you know some details
about the power cut. This is definitely one to stick on the fridge!
I have also been made aware of a number of funding opportunities for local community
groups and charities. First, the RBS Skills & Opportunities Fund is a £2.5million fund,
with a maximum grant of £35,000. It is designed to help people get work or set up a
business, or improve the financial skills of people from disadvantaged backgrounds.
More information can be found at http://skillsandopportunitiesfund.rbs.co.uk/. There is
also the Aviva Community Fund, which awards funding of up to £25,000 for local
community projects, applications can be made until the 11th October here
http://www.aviva.co.uk/good-thinking/community-fund/.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any pressing issues that you would like help
with. Either myself or one of my team will get back to you as soon as possible and do what
we can to assist. You can contact me on any matter at the House of Commons, SW1A 0AA,
dicksonce@parliament.uk or 020 7219 6350. Email is the quickest and most reliable way to
get in touch, as I keep a very close eye on my emails and can reply very quickly. Details of
my activities in Parliament can be read on my website, https://www.vaizey.com. I also send
out occasional general interest emails about developments in the Wantage and Didcot
Constituency. If you would like to be added to the distribution list, please complete the online
form at http://bit.ly/EdVaizeyMP.

Richard Webber OCC: Appleford County Council Reports
County Report September 2016
Is there any future for Local Government in Oxfordshire?
The Press Releases are positively flying and becoming more and more heated. Is this a
measure of progress? Or is it a sign of panic? The undeniable facts are these:
1. Both independent reports (commissioned at some public expense by County and
District Councils) conclude that the status quo of 3 tier local government (Parish,
District and County) is not in the interests of Oxfordshire residents and that Unitary
government is the obvious way forward.
2. Both independent reports conclude that a stand alone full-blown Oxford City Unitary
Council is not likely to be financially viable.
3. Bickering between councils, with one side claiming that the other is poorly run or
incompetent, does not go down well with the public. All involved need to remain
dignified.
4. If we wish to maintain services as they are – let alone restore any services lost as the
result of recent austerity cuts – we need to capture the savings from going Unitary as
quickly as possible.
If residents are to come first in all this, it is essential that Council Leaders return to the table,
stay at the table and do not leave the room until a solution has been worked out. It behoves
us all to cajole, press and even demand this of our Council Leaders via Oxfordshire’s Parish
Councils, its Business Community, its Educational establishments, its Science Community
and all other stakeholders. Residents can let their feelings be known directly to their councils
and council leaders.
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I suspect we have all had enough of referenda, but the future of Local Government in
Oxfordshire is too important a matter to be left to Council Leaders and certainly too urgent
for the status quo to persist much longer.
And so to Planning matters:
Planning (where houses are to go) is principally a matter for District Councils although
transport , highways and education planning matters are the concern of the County Council.
This current split responsibility is itself a powerful argument for Unitary government. Because
so much of my casework is the result of planning issues and grievances, I think it is
reasonable to update everyone on the major issues.
Appleford. – concerned about the encroachment of Didcot – affected by the landfill site, the
recycling works and trains – very concerned to keep its Rail Station and get a few more
trains running so that working people can actually use it.
Milton - very concerned about possible development in arguably unsuitable areas. –
impacted by decisions and effects of the very successful MEPC.
Drayton – with its Neighbourhood Plan, better protected from speculative development than
others – but even so, waiting to hear from the Planning Inspectorate just how well protected.
Marcham – having taken hundreds of new houses and more to come – struggling with the
impact on its main roads and its air quality – fighting to get enough infrastructure to cope
with its rapid growth.
Sutton Courtenay. - last, but certainly not least Due to more than double in size over a five
year period – largely as a result of speculative planning – affected by a thriving MEPC, an
expanding Didcot – large new warehousing – a potential gravel pit – a recycling works and
Didcot Power Station. I am quite sure that everyone in the area sympathises and is in
support of a move to make Sutton Courtenay a “special case” by permitting an argument of
“cumulative impact”. If we cannot get this status for Sutton Courtenay, it is difficult to see
anywhere in the County where we could.
County Report August 2016
I do not wish to spoil anyone’s holiday, but….
The desperate need for more houses seems to have allowed planning and development to
have gone mad. There are unwanted applications in Milton, in Marcham, in Shippon, in
Drayton and, of course, in Sutton Courtenay. Why “of course”? Because that village has
been worse hit by speculative planning applications than any other in the County. In Sutton
Courtenay and in Drayton, there is a possibility that roads will be dug up, only to be dug up
again months later. In Marcham, there are pavements being constructed which are too
narrow to use. Yes, we need more houses but with drastic shortages of infrastructure –
roads choked, schools full, air quality reducing, are we putting them in the right places?
Worst of all the problems, our young people find it ever harder to afford home ownership. It
is tough, even for an optimist, to stay optimistic.
At some point, government is going to have to find a solution to the problem of building
houses that people can afford. We are told that of a house costing £360,000, 1/3 goes to the
landowner, 1/3 goes to the infrastructure (not enough, apparently) and 1/3 to the developer
(most have fixed costs and fixed margins). It seems that it is land values that are at the heart
of the problem and the whole problem has become tied up with the problems and
challenges of agriculture.
Even the most ardent “Remainer” and supporter of the EU.would agree that the European
Agricultural Policy does not work well and is badly in need of revision. Well, out of the EU,
we have the opportunity to design something better. Small and tenant milk farmers have
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been suffering for years – many have been forced out of business. It cannot make long term
economic and environmental sense that any country should import vast quantities of food
from all round the world when it is perfectly capable of growing its own. To maintain
consistency of supply, it is reasonable that farmers are protected from the vagaries of
markets. There is nothing inherently wrong in agricultural subsidies.
But food supply and land supply are not the same thing. I am all for subsidising farming. I am
uneasy about subsidising land ownership.
Richard Webber Cllr OCC
Richardwebber777@gmail.com
01235 534001

Clifton Hampden Surgery Patient Participation Group – August
2016 News
The Group, which represents a number of Appleford residents who are registered at the
Clifton Hampden Surgery, has over the last few months helped with the purchase of a
defibrillator placed at the Surgery entrance and also with a 24 hour ECG monitor which
avoids patients having to wait for a hospital referral.
A questionnaire prepared by the Group was issued to all patients visiting the Surgery during
the first three months of the year and there was an excellent response to this from which it
was clear that there was no demand for Sunday opening for doctor appointments or for
collecting prescriptions. There was however a reasonable demand for some Saturday
opening for these services. There was also a preference from those patients who use the
surgery website for being able to book nurse appointments on-line
More information about the work of the Group, results of the questionnaire, and helpful
information from the practice, is available in the Group’s Summer Newsletter which is
available by request to the secretary at rogermmit@aol.com .

Appleford Rail Group – Update September 2016
The last two months have been relatively quiet over the holiday period. Those of us who use
Appleford Station regularly survived the line closure in August and by and large the
replacement bus service worked reasonably well despite some initial glitches. It was
encouraging to see people being dropped off at the pick up points to catch the replacement
bus service.
As you may recall from our last update, ARG submitted an application in July to GWRs CCIF
Fund for a £25k feasibility study to construct a car park on the B4016 and an off road cycle
path linking Sutton Courtenay and Appleford. We are expecting news shortly and hope that
our submission will be approved by GWR to enable the feasibility study work to commence.
In the mean time, ARG arranged a meeting with FCC Environment, to discuss the
practicalities and legal issues involved. Following the meeting my colleague, Chris Hancock
submitted a briefing note outlining a rationale and business case for the FCC Board.
Assuming GWR approval, the feasibility study work will enable us to take our case forward
with detailed costings and clarification on land usage and requirements for the cycle path
and car park.
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Finally, I would like to express our sadness at the passing of our colleague Brian Fiddler
RIP. Brian was a relatively recent addition to ARG but he brought great enthusiasm, insight
and knowledge of all matters to do with the rail network and of the history of Appleford
Station. He is a great loss and will be fondly remembered.
Greg O’Broin, Appleford Rail Group

Messages from Thames Valley Police
Parking issues
Please have consideration for other people when parking your vehicle. Some of the roads
around the villages are very narrow and there needs to be sufficient space for an emergency
vehicle to pass by.
Offenders brought to justice
Daniel Stephen Killbee aged 32, of Bradstocks Way Sutton Courtenay was convicted on
Monday 1 August on multiple counts of sexual offences against five victims which happened
from 1997 to 2016. Killbee will be sentenced at Oxford Crown Court on 22 September 2016.
Crime
In the early hours Sunday 21 August a Tuk Tuk (three wheeler vehicle) was stolen in Church
Street, Sutton Courtenay. This was found a week later in a field and returned to its owner. If
you have any information about this incident or any other incident please call the police nonemergency on 101.
What the neighbourhood team have been doing
On 21 August at the Millennium Green, Drayton we were invited to the ‘Right Royal Picnic
‘by the Parish Council. We were promoting the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme, which needs
more members. This was a very successful day and we also were showing the children
around police van, which they enjoyed very much. If you are interested in Neighbourhood
Watch then please contact us by email.
Future events/meeting
We will be holding a ‘Have You Say’ meeting on Friday 16 September between 5pm – 6pm
at the Sutton Courtenay Police Office. Please feel free to come along and have a chat.
Pokémon Go
If you have concerns about your child playing this game then the following link from the
NCPCC can offer advice and guidance for parents: NSPCC Pokemon Go Advice (opens
new window)
Neighbourhood Watch update
Carol Rudd, the Neighbourhood Watch and Thames Valley Alert Administrator for the South
& Vale, is moving on to a new role within Thames Valley Police. Your new contact for
Neighbourhood Watch and Thames Valleys Alerts is Julia Williams (Neighbourhood Policing
Administrator) who can be contacted by emailing Julia.Williams@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
or by calling 101.
Request for help – Cyber Crime
Have you been a victim of online fraud, phishing or scams and would you be willing to share
your story to help raise awareness?
Thames Valley Police is running a cyber crime campaign next month and we are looking for
people who are willing to talk about their own experiences.
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We are particularly keen to speak to you if you are over the age of 60 and have lost money
to online fraud/scams.
Ideally, you will be willing to be identified for the case study. However there is an option to
remain anonymous.
The information you provide will be used in publicity materials and may be shared with the
media.
If this is something that you may be able to help with, please contact us.
Contact us
If you want any advice or would like to contact the neighbourhood team you can call us on
the police non-emergency number 101 or if it is an emergency then dial 999. You can also
contact us via email AbingdonOuterNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk. Please note this
email address cannot be used to contact Thames Valley Police to report crimes or for any
urgent matters. To view information on your neighbourhood team visit the Thames Valley
Police website at: www.thamesvalley.police.uk. Receive free local crime alerts and crime
prevention advice by registering at www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk (opens new window) today.
This allows anyone who signs up to choose what updates they receive and how they would
like to receive them.

Neighbourhood Action Group 5 (NAG5) Safety Corner
Speeding
Thames Valley Police has very few Speed Indicating Devices (SIDs) for use in the South
and Vale area and hence they are in very high demand. When it is possible to obtain a SID,
PCSO Haynes and colleagues carry out checks on roads where residents have complained
about speeding. If you would like to accompany PCSO Sue Haynes on a SID monitoring
session please do get in touch with her. The data collected from speed checks is sent to
Taplow to be analysed and an assessment is then made about whether further speed
checks should be carried out by a camera van. Roads policing have only a handful of these
vans for use throughout Oxfordshire, and they are therefore deployed on roads and
motorways where there is the highest incidence of speeding.
NAG5 has requested Sutton Courtenay and Appleford Parish Councils to consider sharing
the cost of purchasing a SID for use within the villages and asked for volunteers interested in
setting up a community speed watch scheme to come forward.
Sutton Courtenay police office closure
Due to lack of funding Thames Valley Police is intending to close all satellite Police Offices,
which includes the Sutton Courtenay office, by 2017.
The cost to keep the Sutton Courtenay office is in the region of £4,500 per annum. The
NAG5 parish councils (Appleford, Drayton and Sutton Courtenay) have been approached to
ask if they would consider sharing that cost, should they wish to support the continued
presence of an office in Sutton Courtenay. Drayton Parish Council has agreed to share costs
and we await a response from Sutton Courtenay and Appleford Parish Councils.
Contact NAG5 by calling 01235 848694 or e-mail
neighbourhoodactiongroup5@hotmail.com.
Contact the Police on the 24-hour non-emergency number 101 or, in case of emergency,
dial 999.
Appleford Pressings October 2016

Page 7

Citizen’s Advice
Having problems at university? Contact Citizens Advice
September is the month of yellowing leaves, darkness in the evenings, a stern chill in the
mornings, and difficult goodbyes as children leave home for university. For many, this
transition from family life to independent living can be difficult and stressful to manage.
And once on campus, or especially in private rented accommodation, new students can find
themselves facing the jaundiced indifference of adult life as they struggle with practical
problems which they hadn’t anticipated: "What's the best way to revise for exams?" "I don't
like my course - can I transfer to a different one?" "How do I open a bank account?" "I have
a disability - what about wheelchair access?" "Does my landlord have responsibility for
repairs?" "Can I get a part-time job?" In addition, there are all the questions they forgot to
ask their parents: "How do you cook spaghetti?" "Where do I put the powder in the washing
machine?"
The glorious liberation that college life is supposed to be, the golden key that unlocks the
door of life and gives access to unbridled freedom and fulfilment, seems very far away when
you're wondering why you don't have any friends, or have failing grades, or feel cripplingly
homesick, or can't pay your rent.
“Neighbourhood Alert” steals a march on latest scams
Scams! A very up-to-date type of crime which has followed us into the modern age along
with all of the improvements in our communication systems - the telephone, the Internet,
email and texting. Because of their efficiency and ruthlessness, scams pose a major threat
to our security and peace of mind. But anybody who is alarmed about scams can now turn to
a new resource which offers a realistic chance of staying ahead of the criminals.
This resource is the "Neighbourhood Alert" scheme, whose website provides email alerts
tailored to your local area. The alerts are very up-to-date, timely and issued frequently. The
information originates from Action Fraud, the police and neighbourhood alert scheme
administrators, and also contains tip-offs on other types of crime like burglary and anti-social
behaviour.
To sign up for free email alerts, go to https://neighbourhoodalert.co.uk and follow the simple
registration process. On the home page, click on JOIN at the upper left. Answering the few
simple questions on the online form takes about two minutes.
Citizens Advice can also help you if you have had recent experience of a scam or think you
might have been conned recently. Do seek advice early, dropping in to your nearest Citizens
Advice (for Oxfordshire South and the Vale, visit www.caox.org.uk for addresses and
opening hours) or call Adviceline on 03444 111444.
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Appleford Fireworks Celebration
Friday 4th November 2016
On the Recreation Ground
Bonfire and refreshments at 6.30pm
Firework Display at 7.30pm

A fabulous time was had by all at our summer garden party. Big
thanks to Doreen for letting us use her beautiful garden and to
everyone who helped out and came along. We had a yummy BBQ
Cooked by Fred and even a visit from the ‘Queen’! The weather was
very kind to us too. A perfect day.
October 18th will be Oxford in film with this month’s speaker Alistair Lock. With Christmas not
too far away our November meeting will be looking at Christmas crafts with Ann Sharman.
You can never have enough decorations at Christmas! Date for your diary 15th November
Come on down and join us, first meeting is free and we would love to see some more new
faces. Our meetings are held in Sutton Courtenay’s village hall on the 3rd Tuesday of every
month, 7.30pm. There’s a raffle to help raise funds for our chosen charity and always time
for Tea, coffee and cake too.
Wi is not old and stuffy, its open to new things, ideas and above all fun, friendship and a
good old laugh!
Tina Wade
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Volunteers required for the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal
Last year’s appeal in Sutton Courtenay and Appleford was our
best ever, totalling £2,860.64. This reflects £2,792.64 collected,
and £68.00 in gift aid following recent HMRC approval of
collections supported by valid Gift Aid declarations.
House-to-house collections play a vital role in the amounts
raised and I urgently need some additional house-to-house
poppy collectors, to help with this year’s appeal, for the three
new housing developments off Milton Road in Sutton Courtenay.
The collection period this year runs from 29th October to 12th
November; please contact me if you can spare a few hours of your time during the collection
period to help with the forthcoming appeal.
Mark Haffenden
Poppy Appeal Organiser
Tel: 01235 847177
E-mail: mark-haffenden@hotmail.co.uk
Abingdon Scottish Dance Club
Abingdon Scottish Dance Club meetings are on Mondays at 8 p.m at the Northcourt
Centre, Abingdon. We are a friendly club who welcomes beginners and experienced
dancers alike. No partner is required and it is a good way to have exercise and keep fit!
Why not come along? Feel free to ring our Chairman for details 01235 525436 or visit our
website www.abingdonscdc.wordpress.com
Long Wittenham Pre-School Nearly New Sale
Saturday 15 October 2016 – 10:00 – 12:00
Is your home full of baby and children’s clothes (0-7 years), toys, games and/or
equipment that are “good as new”? Would you like to make some extra money? Long
Wittenham Pre-School is holding a Nearly New Sale on Saturday 15th October 2016
from 10-12 noon at Long Wittenham Village Hall. Sellers will receive 70% of all sales,
with the other 30% going to Pre-School. There will also be delicious homemade cakes
and biscuits for sale, and we would be grateful if all sellers could donate a cake/biscuits
for the cake sale. All proceeds will go to Long Wittenham Pre-School.
If you are interested in selling at our Nearly New Sale (if you haven’t sold with us before
you will need a seller code), would like to donate items to sell or would like more
information about how to become a seller, please
email nearlynew@longwittenhampreschool.co.uk.
If you are planning to come and shop at the sale, please use the school car park and
leave buggies and prams at home – the hall can get very crowded!
Thank you for supporting our Pre-School (Registered Charity #1158950).
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Volunteer for Oxfordshire’s Water-Blitz
Volunteers needed for one day only! Schools, local groups
and individuals are invited to take part in the county wide
water blitz. Check the water quality of your local stream, pond, ditch or river and help build a
water quality picture for Oxfordshire. For your free sampling pack register today by
emailing hilary@wildoxfordshire.org.uk and join in on 3rd October. EarthWatch have
volunteered to handle the data and map all results on their global water-hub with the
resulting data available to everyone involved.
For the latest conservation news, evening talks, or an afternoon of volunteering, plus jobs
and training SIGN UP to Wild Oxfordshire's email bulletin. Just click on their
website www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk

All events take place at the Earth Trust, Little Wittenham,
OX14 4QZ unless otherwise stated. As always, more
information can be found on our website
www.earthtrust.org.uk.
To book, go to www.earthtrust.org.uk/whatson (incurs a
booking fee) or call 01865 407792
Autumn Water Festival
Sunday 2nd October, 11am-4pm
Join us for our annual autumnal celebration of water and wetlands! See web for full
details. £6 adult, £3 child, £15 family. Book online or pay on the gate.
Blacksmithing
Sunday 9th October, 10am-5.15pm
Make your own ironwork object using a forge and anvil. 45min sessions with Cobalt
Blacksmiths; participants must be over 18yrs. £20; booking essential!
Mud Pie Monday!
Monday 24th October, 10am-11.30am
Come and get messy in the Earth Trust mud kitchen – buckets of mud and buckets of
fun! Wellies and waterproofs advisable. £4 suggested donation per child, accompanying
adult(s) free. No need to book.
Tree Climbing
Monday 24th October, 10am-5pm
Use ropes and harnesses to access the treetops in Little Wittenham Wood! 1hr
sessions with The Great Big Tree Climbing Company; minimum age 6yrs (no
maximum!). £20 per participant; booking essential!
Build a Bat Box
Tuesday 25th October, 10.30am-3pm
Help bats prepare for hibernation by making a shelter to put in your garden. Two
sessions available: 10.30am-12pm and 1.30pm-3pm. £15 per box; booking essential!
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Woodland Adventure
Wednesday 26th October, 10am-12pm
An expedition for 5-8 year olds. Use your detective skills to discover the Earth Trust’s
woodland, where we’ll explore, build and play. £4 suggested donation per child,
accompanying adult(s) free. No need to book.
Wildlife Wednesday at Wallingford Castle Meadows
Wednesday 26th October, 2pm-4pm
Our roving Wildlife Wednesday visits a different Earth Trust community nature reserve
during each school holiday. This half term, come out and play at Abbey Fishponds
(OX14 3UB); learn about local wildlife and have lots of outdoor fun! £2 suggested
donation per child, accompanying adult(s) free; no need to book.
Family Bushcraft
Thursday 27th October, 10am-4pm
Bring the whole family and go wild in the great outdoors! Explore the woods, make
shelters and learn how to light a fire and use a knife safely. £20 adult, £15 child;
booking essential!
Discover and Play
Friday 28th October, 10am-12pm
Forest School for the under-5s. Join the Earth Trust for a morning of play and discovery
in our woodlands. Forest School offers hands on learning experiences in a natural
environment. £4 suggested donation per child, accompanying adult(s) free. No need to
book.
Spooky Dusk Discovery Walk
Sunday 30th October, 5.30pm-7.30pm
If you go down to the woods tonight, you’re sure of a big surprise! Come and explore Little
Wittenham Wood at twilight. Don’t forget your torch. £5 adult, £2 child; booking essential!

Six sheep die - charity urges dog owner awareness
(released 9 September 2016)
Six sheep were killed yesterday when they were forced into the water by a dog on the Earth
Trust Farm in Little Wittenham, and now the charity is urging owners to keep their dogs on a
lead around livestock.
Yesterday morning several animals were pulled from the River Thames after being chased in
by a loose dog. Five had already drowned and a sixth succumbed to shock and water
inhalation overnight. Church Meadow, at the foot of the Wittenham Clumps, is currently
being grazed by around 200 sheep and 25 cows, and owners are urged to keep their dogs
on leads when passing through this field.
The flock is owned by shepherd Emma Blomfield, one of the Trust’s Farm Step tenants. She
has only recently relocated her business to the Earth Trust Farm and was shocked to
receive the phone call reporting the incident. “I’m absolutely gutted. The sheep have been so
happy grazing in Church Meadow over the last week – I’ve often found them hiding in the
bushes and exploring the scrub. I’m devastated to have lost so many animals in one day,”
said Emma.
Sheep are naturally flighty animals and are easily spooked by dogs – this is not a problem
when the dog is on a lead, as the sheep will stop running when they realise they’re not being
chased, however, if the dog is off the lead then it’s another matter. Emma continued: “It’s not
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the dog’s fault, I like dogs, but owners need to be more vigilant when walking through
livestock as situations with even the most well-behaved dog can escalate quickly. Please,
please keep your dog on a lead around sheep and other animals.”
The rest of the flock will remain on Church Meadow for a short while longer and during this
time dog walkers are asked to respect the request. The sheep are moved around the farm to
graze on different wildflower meadows throughout the year, providing vital habitat
management along with a viable lamb business. The flock are Emma’s livelihood and, as
well as being extremely distressing, the incident has cost her upwards of £500.
Find your local community orchard with the new
interactive map from PTES
Wildlife charity People’s Trust for Endangered Species
(PTES) has launched the latest element in their ongoing
orchard conservation work: an interactive community
orchard map that lists around 400 community orchard groups across the UK, found at:
www.ptes.org/community-orchards.
PTES has identified over 35,000 traditional orchards remaining in England and over
7,000 in Wales. Alarmingly, this work revealed that 90% of traditional orchards have
been lost since the 1950s, with 48% of the orchards surveyed in England and 35% of
orchards in Wales found to be in declining condition.
The map allows members of the public to find their nearest community orchard, to meet
others who share a common interest in orchards and wildlife, and enjoy the benefits of
locally sourced fruit. Using orchards as a public green space is an effective way to
protect orchards from development and sustain these rare habitats into the future.
Through PTES’ new map, people who are already running a community orchard can
promote their ongoing work and recruit volunteers for apple picking, tree planting,
pruning parties and pressing events at orchards across the country.
If you are involved with a community orchard that isn’t already listed, PTES is also keen to
add your orchard to their map. To check if it’s already listed, visit: www.ptes.org/communityorchards.
The state of British dormice
Britain’s native hazel dormouse (Muscardinus avellanarius) has declined by a third
since the start of the 21st century, reveals a new report published at the National
Dormouse Conference by wildlife charity People’s Trust for Endangered Species
(PTES).
 Britain’s population of hazel dormice has fallen by a third since 2000 - a rate of
decline equivalent to 55% (fifty-five percent) over 25 years
 Since the end of the 19th century, hazel dormice have disappeared from 17
English counties
 21 reintroductions have shown indications of success, such as breeding or
dispersal to areas beyond the release site
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PTES has a three-pronged approach to reversing the decline in dormice, which
includes: recording dormice, providing training and guidance for woodland
managers and landowners, and a reintroduction programme.
The reintroductions play an important role in the long-term conservation of this
protected species and are part of Natural England’s Species Recovery
Programme. Between 1993 and 2016, PTES has managed 26 dormouse
reintroductions at 22 sites in 12 counties with 864 animals released; 21 of the
reintroductions have shown indications of success, such as breeding or dispersal to
new areas beyond the site.
For more information or to get involved, please visit https://ptes.org/

APPLEFORD COFFEE MORNING

Meet neighbours and friends for cakes and conversation.
10.45AM-12 NOON
Tuesday 18th October at Appleford Village Hall
Tuesday 15th November at Meadow House with the Paynes
As usual, a raffle will be held with all proceeds going to
the church of St Peter & St Paul, Appleford
Please note there will be no December Coffee Morning but do come along to
the Carol Singing evening at the Paynes instead which will be held the week
before Christmas
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From the Ministry Team…
Changes are afoot. Recently all five parishes in the DAMASCUS Group (Drayton, Appleford,
Milton, Sutton Courtenay and Steventon) all voted to move from being five parishes to
becoming one. This is a big change for all our churches and parishes and it has taken a lot
of prayer, planning and preparation to reach this point – and there is still a long way to go. A
scheme is being drawn up and this has to approved by all the Parochial Church Councils
and the Church Commissioners. Part of the process is consultation with all parishioners.
As we see it, there are five critical mission priorities facing our churches:-1.
Reaching out to the new residents arriving in our communities;
2.
Building a new community of faith within the Milton Heights development;
3.
Re-invigorating our existing traditional churches to support mission and outreach;
4.
Enabling outreach within our Schools to flourish and grow;
5.
Developing a spirit of generosity and giving, where all the parishes support mission
where it is most needed.
Clergy numbers have been reduced to one fulltime stipendiary priest in Sutton Courtenay
and two part-time (Sundays plus two days a week) House for Duty Priests in Steventon and
Drayton. We feel that that becoming a single parish will allow us to use the gift and skills of
clergy and lay people more effectively for the growing mission and ministry. It will simplify
administration and structures and enable us to share resources and costs more effectively
as well as encourage mutual support.
The task that lies ahead is daunting but I take courage from the example of Nehemiah.
Nehemiah was a man who prioritized prayer, planning and preparation. He was cupbearer
to Artaxerxes, the Persian king when he was called by God to rebuild the broken walls of the
city of Jerusalem – a big challenge!
Firstly, he prayed: for guidance, that God would make the king help him. It was a capital
offense to be sad in the king’s presence, yet he was able to raise the matter with him, when
the king asked ‘Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill?’ (Nehemiah 2:1-2).
Secondly, Nehemiah was someone who planned. He didn’t embark on this project without
thinking about materials he needed and the tasks of the workers. ‘The king said to me, ‘What
is it you want?’ and Nehemiah was able to tell him (Nehemiah 2:4-9).
Finally, he was thoroughly prepared. Before telling the people what God wanted him to do,
Nehemiah went out on his own at night and toured the broken walls and burnt gates of the
city, to fully understood the size of the task before them (Nehemiah 2:11-16).
In coming together as a single parish God is calling us to take on a challenging task. He is
leading us to step out in faith in to a new way of being church for the 21st century. Like
Nehemiah, we need to prepare well, taking time to pray about the people and places where
God is calling us to serve. And like him, we can ask for the guidance and strength that
comes from the ‘Lord, God of heaven, the great and awesome God’ (1:5).
We will keep you updated with progress through the Appleford Pressings but if you have any
questions about the Single Parish scheme please do not hesitate to contact me.
With love and prayers, Helen
The Reverend Helen Kendrick, Priest-in-Charge of Sutton Courtenay with Appleford
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CHURCH SERVICES FOR OCTOBER
Sunday 2nd

4pm

Harvest Festival Songs of Praise with poems and readings to
celebrate the harvest – followed by refreshments.

Sunday 9th

9.15am

Holy Communion with the Reverend Helen Kendrick

Sunday 16th

9.15am

Holy Communion with the Reverend Helen Kendrick & Tim
Budd

Sunday 23rd

-

No service in Appleford

10.30am DAMASCUS group Eucharist in All Saints’ Church, Sutton
Courtenay – celebrating 150 years of Reader (Licenced Lay
Ministry in the Church of England.

CHURCH SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER
Sunday 6th

9:15am

Breakfast Church with the Reverend Helen Kendrick

6pm

All Soul’s Service in All Saints’ Church, Sutton Courtenay

Sunday 13th

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
No service in Appleford – please join with Sutton Courtenay at
11am for the Act of Remembrance followed at 11.15 by a
Service of Remembrance for all ages

Sunday 20th

9.15am

Communion by Extension with Tim Budd

Sunday 27th

9.15am

ADVENT SUNDAY
Morning Prayer with the Reverend Helen Kendrick

HARVEST CELEBRATIONS
Sunday 2nd October – HARVEST FESTIVAL SONGS OF PRAISE & READINGS 4PM
WITH REFRESHMENTS
Saturday 8th October – HARVEST SUPPER in Appleford Village Hall
(see advert for more details)

Please note that Appleford PCC, as part of our mission and outreach, leave the
Church open for visitors. We would like to take this opportunity to encourage and
welcome villagers to use and visit the church as much as possible.
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REST IN PEACE
BRIAN THOMAS FIDLER who died, aged 69, on 20th July 2016 was born on 19th May 1947
in Appleford. His funeral was held in Appleford church on 19th August 2016. This is an
edited extract from the family tribute and the address given at his funeral which was
conducted by The Reverend Helen Kendrick.
Brian was not, what would be recognised as a ‘worldly’ man – having been born and lived
his entire life in the same house in Appleford village. However, what he lacked in
worldliness he more than compensated for with a kind, generous and witty nature. He loved
nothing more than sharing a naughty joke, in exchange for a good hearty laugh. He was an
enthusiastic student of the Dame Edna Everage Academy of Risque Humour! He had a
wealth of funny stories to share – often at his own expense and was described by a friend as
a cross between Ronnie Barker and Rene from ‘Allo! Allo!”
Growing up in the 1950s Brian developed a life-long enthusiasm for the railways and steam
trains. In fact much of his working life involved working at the ticket office at Oxford Station
and later on at the Information Desk. He was amazingly helpful to travellers, and always
gave them the best advice, striving to help as much as he could because people really
mattered to him.
Brian rapidly developed a love for music that became his life-long passion. He particularly
loved the soulful music produced by Tamla Motwon and, of course, the real love of his life,
Dusty Springfield. He had a great knowledge of both popular and obscure imported music.
This knowledge was something which served him well during his many happy Saturdays
spent working at the Russell Acott Music Shop in Oxford – where he made many good
friends.
Following the death of his father, Tom, Brian devoted his life to caring for his mother, Grace,
and again, many years later for his beloved sister, Iris. Both Brian and Iris shared a passion
for dogs, gardening and car-boot sales – all sound ingredients for a happy and peaceful
existence.
Despite his failing health in more recent times, Brian will be remembered for his unerring and
unstinting kindness and a willingness to help anyone, whenever and wherever he could.
Always sociable, in recent years Brian greatly enjoyed attending the church coffee mornings
in Appleford and would want to talk to everyone. He was always entertaining but his care
and compassion for others meant that he was also a good listener.
Brian was also a man who was grateful for all the experiences that life had brought him. He
knew what a precious gift life is and he was thankful for all that he had received. Even when
very ill he rarely complained but would count his blessings and think of those less fortunate
than himself.
Whatever he lacked in worldliness, in today’s hi-tech, rapidly paced and insular lifestyle,
Brian will be remembered as a kind, gentle person who loved to help others and make them
laugh. And this is a wonderful legacy for a big man with a big heart from a small village.

AMANDA (MANDY) KLYNE who died on 16th July 2016 aged 61 was buried in Appleford
Churchyard on 28th July 2016. A Memorial service was held at Wolfson College, Oxford led
by Becky Fisher, and where Mandy’s husband, Graham gave a full eulogy which can be
read at: http://mandy.klyne.memorial.onl. Below is an edited extract from this eulogy.
Mandy was born and grew up on the Isle of Wight. Her love of water and the countryside
stayed with her throughout her life. She studied Human Biology at university and, on
completing her degree, delayed starting her first employment to return home to help care for
her mother. Mandy’s early career was with a medical electronics company in Woking. She
and Graham were married in St Peter’s Church, Seaview on the Isle of Wight, and they set
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up home in Epsom. They moved to the Oxford area in 1980 and Mandy found work with a
local medical publishing company as a trainee sub-editor. Over the years, she honed her
skills to eventually become managing editor of a respected medical journal. With the arrival
of Ronan, she switched to freelance sub-editing, which she could combine with the duties
and responsibilities of raising children, with the arrival in due course of Rhiannon. She also
spent several years looking after her father at home, alongside her career and family. She
would get up to work at 3AM in the morning, which was apparently when she did her best
work. She was particularly proud of the work she did with eminent doctors who were not
native speakers of English, combining their expertise with her ability to fillet out the essential
content of their writing, to present their ideas and experience clearly and coherently for a
wider audience. In 1999 she was diagnosed with Lymphoma but did not let this, or the
subsequent treatment stop her. Thanks to the magnificent efforts of the medical team
guided by Dr Chris Hatton (for whom Mandy would later edit a book on Haematology), the
time between her bouts of gruelling treatment were richly varied and fulfilling. During this
period, she was able to achieve many things that, on the original diagnosis, were not thought
possible:





She saw both her children grow up, become independent, and marry
She saw her first grandchild born, and spent some quality time with her
She achieved a lifelong dream of seeing the Northern Lights
We bought our own narrowboat and started exploring the English canal network (she
particularly enjoyed the little-known Caldon Canal from Stoke to the Churnett Valley
in Staffordshire)

And through all this, she did not give up one iota of her commitment to caring and looking
out for others. She also continued to enjoy travelling on the family narrowboat and took her
responsibilities as a grandmother very seriously, ensuring her granddaughter Lily was spoilt
with attention in a way that parents can never do. Above all, Mandy was a homemaker. She
wasn’t always easy to live with: she could be opinionated, argumentative, sometimes
dogmatic but always thoughtful and caring, expecting others to feel as she did. And her
caring was unconditional. She died peacefully at the Churchill Hospital and she will be
greatly missed by her husband Graham’ children Ronan and Rhiannon and all her family and
many friends in Appleford and beyond.

HARVEST GIFTS
The Porch charity runs the Steppin' Stone Centre in Oxford, providing day long support for
homeless and vulnerably housed people wanting to move forward in their lives, away from
street-life and addiction.
Each year, at our Harvest Festival, we collect harvest goods and money to help support their
work. This year they need either cash donations, to buy fresh produce through the year, or
any of the following:
 coffee, tea, squash, sugar, honey, jam
 tins of: tomatoes, beans, vegetables, soup, fruit, meat, corned beef, ham, fish
 stock cubes, herbs, pasta, rice, pasta sauce, cooking oil, biscuits
 washing powder, shaving foam, deodorants, disposable razors
 new socks, boxer shorts, hats, scarves, gloves.
Please bring your donations to the Harvest Festival Celebrations on
Sunday 2nd October 2016 at 4pm at St Peter & St Paul, Appleford. Thank you!
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HARVEST
SUPPER
An Autumn Appetiser

for Appleford Village
Saturday 8th October 2016
7 for 7.30pm in Appleford Village Hall
Delicious home cooked
2-course supper
Entertaining Quiz and Raffle
Tickets £7.50 adults / £4 children under 10.

Family Ticket (2 adults + any children under 12) £20.00
available from: Sue Helby 848280
All proceeds to Appleford Church

ALL SOULS' SERVICE
You are invited to a special service of naming and remembering for All Souls' in
All Saints' Church, Sutton Courtenay

Sunday 6th November 2016 at 6pm

This service will provide an opportunity to remember and to give thanks for the lives of those
we love, who have died. During the service the names of those for whom we have
conducted a funeral service in the past two years will be read out and a candle lit in their
memory. If there are other people you also wish to remember, regardless of where or when
they died, please add their names to the list in church.
If you need transport to and from the service, or have any other questions, please leave a
message at the Vicarage by telephoning (01235) 848297
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100 CLUB WINNERS for August and September
96 subscribers this year
Month
No
August
78
September 61

1st prize £24
A Greenwell
H Kendrick (1)

No
94
56

2nd prize £12 No
C Cousineau (3) 37
L Cox
29

3rd prize £6
P Napper
B Leach

Appleford Village Hall
The Hall is block booked on the following days and times:Monday from 4.30 -9.00pm, Wednesday from 7.00-9.00pm and for Thursdays please check
availability
Sundays until 4.30pm during the football season, beginning of September until the end of May.
For users of the hall, please note that there will be external work taking place at the front of the
hall from 17 to 28 October. The hall will still be in use but please do take care as you enter and
leave.

,Do you need a writer for your

business?

www.susiebeesley.co.uk

Hiring the Village Hall
The cost of hiring the village hall is
£5 an hour for villagers
£10 for non-villagers
Daily cost for external hire of
equipment (which is available to
residents only):
Table £1; Chair 50p; Tea urn £5
For further information and to make a
booking contact
Barbara Clarke
18 Chambrai Close
(01235 848634)
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LADY GARDENER - Vivienne Cousins
Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) qualified
All aspects of gardening undertaken
Tel: 01235 554730 Mob: 07816666099

E Mail: Vivienne_Cousins@yahoo.com

Appleford Pressings is published by Appleford-onThames Parish Council bi-monthly.
Please submit all copy for consideration for the next
publication by Friday 18 November. Items can be
sent to either Mrs Anne Davies, 6, Greystones Court,
Kidlington, Oxon OX5 1AR or by emailing...
applefordpressings@googlemail.com

Opinions expressed in this magazine are not
necessarily those of the editor or Appleford-onThames Parish Council. They do not necessarily
support advertising claims.
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Appleford Parish Trust Charity
Application form for Village book scheme for adults and children

Notes about the scheme:
1. The trustees would be very pleased to see a wider uptake of the book scheme.
2. It is the intention of the Trustees that an annual book grant of up to a maximum of
£100 is available to each household in the Parish of Appleford. Funding is not
available at intervals closer than one year.
3. A contribution to a course or training, for example courses required for Duke of
Edinburgh’s awards, can also be applied for under the same scheme and with the
same conditions.
4. The applicant should submit details of their proposed purchase for approval to the
Trust using the form below.
5. Once the proposed purchase is approved (usually about two weeks) the purchase
can be made, and then the itemised receipt submitted for refund by cheque.

Name of applicant:
Address:
Phone number

email
address
Book/course required ( please provide full details)

Cost;
:

Date of application

Please forward the completed form to the Secretary to the Appleford Trust Charity,
Mary Hancock, Church Lane Cottage, Church Street, Appleford OX14 4PA

Administrative use only
Date application received:
date approved:
Date of receipt received:
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Community information
Appleford Parish
Council

Councillors: Lucy Guinn, Andy Guinn, Sue Harris, Lewis Beadle, Peter Walker
Clerk and Finance Officer: Anne Davies (email applefordpc@googlemail.com).
Website: http://www.applefordpc.org.uk
The links are:www.facebook.com/groups/487704508049011/?fref=ts Twitter.com/ApplefordPc

MP

Ed Vaizey, House of Commons, SW1A 0AA, 020 7219 6350 or vaizeye@parliament.uk.

County Councillor

Richard Webber (tel 01235 534001 or Richard.webber77@ntworld.com)

Vale District Councillor Gervase Duffield (tel: 848319).
Appleford Parish Trust Mary Hancock (Chairman), Steve Sherwood, Sue Harris, Lucy Guinn
Charity
Appleford Village Hall
Committee

Barbara Clarke, William Finch,
Administrator: Barbara Clarke (848634)

Church of St Peter & St Priest in Charge: Reverend Helen Kendrick (tel 848297).
Paul
Churchwarden: vacancy, Deanery Synod Representative: Elizabeth Duffield
Parochial Church
Council

Ian Cook, Anne Hounslow, Iris Ramkissoon, William Finch and Sue Helby.

Appleford Allotment
M Stanmore, J Bray, J McCarthy and G Clarke.
Association Committee
Appleford Community Steve Flinders (Chairman), Liz Wiseman (Treasurer), Mary Hancock (Secretary tel 848336).
Project
Power Station

Paul Horton and Gervase Duffield (Vale).

Millennium Common

Lewis Beadle and Gervase Duffield (Vale)

FCC Composter

Paul Horton, Ian Cooke and Gervase Duffield (Vale).

Neighbourhood Watch Crimestoppers (tel 0800 555 111).
Neighbourhood Officer: PC Keith Morton (tel 101)
Neighbourhood Watch: Coordinator Terry Wickens ( 847354), Daisy Webb (847258), Alan
Oldfield ( 848652) and Diane Miles ( 848454).
Edmund Bradstock’s
Charity

Rev Helen Kendrick (Chair of Trustees), Patrick Gale, Christopher Owen and Jim McCarthy.
Clerk: Rosemary Allen (01235 848667)

Appleford United
Charity

Chair of Trustees Rev Helen Kendrick; Trustees (nominated by Appleford Parish Council) : Jo
Richardson; Audrey Sharp; Clerk: Rosemary Allen(01235 848667)

Reporting odours: 24 hour Environment Agency Hotline on Freephone 0800 80 70 60
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