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1 INTRODUCTION
1.1 HISTORY
Appleford-on-Thames is a village and civil parish on the south bank of the Thames and
part of the Vale of White Horse District Council area. Located immediately north of
Didcot it is nestled between Sutton Courtenay to the west and Long Wittenham to the
east, on the rail line to Oxford.
Appleford’s history stretches back to a Roman settlement nearby and the village is
named in the Doomsday Book. A church was built in Appleford in the 12th Century and
was first linked with Sutton Courtenay in 1496. Edmond Bradstock1 (d 1607 see Blue
Plaque), benefactor to the poor of Appleford and Sutton Courtenay and whose
charitable trust still survives today also underlines the historical links between the
villages. More recently Appleford is famous for the Appleford Hoard discovered in 1968
and now on display in the Ashmolean Museum. It is also renowned for steam rallies
and racing dating back to the middle of the last century.
In June 2019 Appleford participated in the 175th anniversary celebrations of Isambard
Kingdom Brunel’s rail line between Didcot and Oxford. This line has made a significant
contribution to Oxford and Oxfordshire. During WW1 trains regularly stopped at
Appleford to collect the Prime Minister (RH. H.H. Asquith) and ferry him between his
home in Sutton Courtenay and London.
1.2 VILLAGE CHARACTERISTICS
Appleford has approximately 150 residences and a population of 380 (estimate 2018).
It has long established historical links with Sutton Courtenay. It also has strong social
links to Sutton Courtenay such the primary school, nurseries, local shops, the post office
(for pick up deliveries), pubs and restaurants, garage, hairdressers, music school and
rotating Church services and community events.
The villages share a nature reserve (Millennium Common), access to which will be
broken if road links are not adequate. It also has links with other villages (Drayton,
Culham and Long Wittenham) which it is keen to retain and protect.
Appleford is one of only three stations on the rail line between Didcot and Oxford. It
has the potential to provide a valuable access point to the rail network for Sutton
Courtenay and other villages in the immediate hinterland.

1

Bradstock: Oxfordshire Blue Plaques Scheme (oxonblueplaques.org.uk)
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Appleford wishes to retain its traditional character as a quiet country village in South
Oxfordshire.
1.3 PURPOSE OF POSITION PAPER
The purpose of this document is to summarise Appleford’s position on Scheme C:
Didcot to Culham River Crossing.
Appleford does not oppose the proposed road and river crossing. However, it
anticipates alterations to Scheme C will be made following on-going consultations.2.
Appleford notes the terms of the Cabinet decision made 21 July 2020 and the provision
for changes to be brought back (to cabinet) for a decision.
Figure 1 Cabinet Approval & Recommendation

2

Cabinet meeting 21 Jul 2020. 57/20.
Agenda for Cabinet on Tuesday, 21 July 2020, 2.00 pm (oxfordshire.gov.uk)
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1.4 VILLAGE SURVEY
In October 2020, Appleford conducted a confidential on-line ‘Village Survey’ (with
special arrangements for circa 8 paper returns). The methodology was overseen by an
academic and the results (126 responses) are statistically valid and represent
approximately 44% of the adult population.
The Survey findings were presented to OCC planners at a liaison meeting in November.
A copy of the presentation has also been provided. The findings represent the views of
the village and provides a mandate for Appleford Parish Council (APC) to negotiate on
behalf of the village and seek reasonable amendments to the road design.
Key findings of the survey are:
o Appleford is not opposed to the new road and acknowledges some benefits.
o The road is too close to the village (less than 70m at southern tip of village)
o The flyover bridge over the private railway sidings and trailing raised embankment
will be a major visual intrusion that will overshadow and damage the village.
o Traffic noise and pollution from an elevated road will have an adverse health impact.
o The road will create a physical divide between Appleford and Sutton Courtenay.
Appleford is seeking reasonable (& potentially cost saving) adjustments so the road is at
grade (ground level) to reduce associated risks and the valid concerns of residents.
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2

HOUSING AND ROAD DEVELOPMENT

2.1 CABINET DECISION
In 2020 Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) conducted an online consultation for a package of
infrastructure improvement schemes for Didcot and the surrounding areas under the
Housing Infrastructure Fund (HIF) of £218m.
The consultation provided four road alignments. The route was approved by OCC cabinet at
a meeting on 21 July 2030. The route is potentially the most challenging and most costly in
that as presently conceived it requires a second bridge over the rail sidings used by three
companies (FCC Environment, Hanson and Futura) typically no more than 8 times per day on
average.
Appleford Parish Council (APC), welcome OCC’s commitment “to liaise (meaningfully) with
the Parish Council and the local community in Appleford throughout scheme development”.
Figure 2 Preferred Scheme Alignment Overview (para 29)

3

https://mycouncil.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?AIId=21664
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2.2 CONSULTATION ON DESIGN
On reviewing responses to the consultation exercise, OCC recognised that the Didcotto-Culham- River- Crossing section elicited the largest number of comments overall and
largest number of negative comments. Tabulation of responses showed that main
objections concerned highway design, impact on other villages (i.e., Appleford, Sutton
Courtenay) and environmental concerns.
APC contends that the current design proposals for Scheme C impact Appleford village
more than any other along the entire development and seeks to have its reasonable
concerns addressed by ensuring the road is built at grade (ground level).
Recommendations to Cabinet stated that “the views of local people and other
stakeholders to be taken into consideration in the next stage of design. Slight variations
to alignment may be required…any significant changes would be brought back for
decision”.
Further the meeting report states that “OCC will liaise with the Parish Council and the
local community in Appleford throughout scheme development.”
APC anticipate that alterations to the road plans will follow the consultation exercise
which resolve the real fears of residents concerning potential damage to the village
character and the health of its residents from a busy raised road.
Appleford must put on record its disappointment with aspects of the consultation
process which omitted relevant and important information of concern to residents.
2.3

APPLEFORDS CONCERNS
As previously stated, whilst Appleford is not against the road and chosen route in
principle, it has serious concerns. APC is looking to work with OCC to find solutions
such that the risks identified to public health and wellbeing and retention of the
character of Appleford as a country village are addressed.

2.3.1 TRAFFIC
The Didcot to Culham river crossing road will be heavily used by commuter traffic,
public transport and regional traffic connecting the A34 to east Oxford and the M40.
This regional traffic is likely to have a high proportion of heavy good vehicles
consistent with one of the stated HIF objectives - “Provide relief to the A34”
The impact of high levels of commercial and transit traffic immediately adjacent to
Appleford is a major concern of residents and the Parish Council.
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2.3.2 BRIDGE OVER APPLEFORD SIDINGS
The bridge over the sidings and the proximity to the village is a major concern for
Appleford. This creates a number of issues: o
o
o
o
o
o

Span of the Bridge
Traffic noise and pollution with heavy commercial traffic
Pollution raining down on the village due prevailing SW wind
Bridge design with noise funnel
Construction costs compared to a road at grade (ground)
Medium term plans for land between Appleford & Sutton Courtenay.

These above concerns are discussed in greater detail in the next section.
It should be noted that Scheme C had the largest number of comments (920 in total)
noted during the consultation process.
Figure 3 Extract Annex 3 – OCC Consultation Analysis Report (Summary of Findings by OCC)
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2.4

INTERSECTION OF B4016 WITH NEW ROAD (T JUNCTION).
Appleford and Sutton Courtenay have social and historical community links that need
to be retained. Appleford village relies on access to important social facilities in
Sutton Courtenay, such as the primary school, nurseries, local shops, the post office
(for pick up deliveries), pubs and restaurants, garage, hairdressers, music school and
rotating Church services and community events. All Saints Church, Sutton Courtenay
is the lead Church in the Damascus Parish of which Appleford is a constituent member.
The local religious ministry team are based at ‘All Saints’, Sutton Courtenay.
Appleford share the Millennium Common with Sutton Courtenay and encourage the
latter (SC) residents to use Appleford Station as an access point to the rail network.
The current direct and convenient road link, B4016, between the two villages needs to
be maintained.
The consultation sketches show a dislocation of the existing B1016 Appleford Road
between Sutton Courtenay and Appleford. The sketch shows the Appleford section of
the B4016 joining the proposed road at an un-signalised T-junction (Figure 4). This will
require drivers to wait to join the traffic on the proposed road, followed by an
approach to a roundabout that will provide a turn-off to Sutton Courtenay. This
arrangement will impede vehicle movement between the two villages.
Appleford residents require a more direct road link at the proposed roundabout,
which would allow a direct road crossing onwards to Sutton Courtenay. Appleford
have considered the option of signalising the T junction, but this, within a short
distance of a roundabout, will impede traffic on the proposed Didcot-Culham road.
Appleford is aware of the risk of non-local traffic from the proposed road passing
through Appleford, along Main Road. To discourage this, Appleford will require
vehicle speed and access restrictions at both ends of the village.
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Figure 4 Scheme C Indicative Plan of Didcot to Culham River Crossing

Appleford do not accept a
connection to the proposed
road for vehicles and cycles
via an ‘unsignalised’ T-junction
as adequate.
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2.5

FOOTPATH CYCLE WAY CONNECTING APPLEFORD & SUTTON COURTENAY.
Appleford welcomes OCC’s proposal for the provision of a footpath and cycle way
between the village and Sutton Courtenay. Subject to consultation with affected
residents, a signalised single lane access over Appleford railway bridge, leading into
the village will remove a well-known accident danger spot. It will also facilitate a
footway over the bridge for access to the station, which is currently lacking.
A signalised single lane would bring this bridge into line with the nearby Culham and
Clifton Hampden bridges over the Thames.
A network of footpaths and bridleways connect Appleford to Sutton Courtenay. These
run east-west from Appleford level crossing at the southern end of the village and
from close to Appleford Station at the north end of the village. Appleford requires that
these be retained and upgraded to cycleway provision within the project for the
Didcot to Culham road.
There are a number of local destinations that these pathways should serve: Appleford
Station, the Millennium Common at Sutton Courtenay, the wetland reserve north of
the B4016, and future open space after restoration of landfill sites.
It will be beneficial for these paths to connect with the proposed north-south foot and
cycleway as part of the road proposal. However, these connections must be achieved
without the hazard of crossing the vehicle carriageways of the road at uncontrolled
intersections.
We note that a vision document published by FCC environment4, owners of adjacent
land, show anticipated potential for housing, education, and business development.
This would generate an additional network of footpaths and cycle routes. It would be
essential that these make frequent connected to the north-south footpath cycleway
proposed within the Didcot-Culham road proposal.

4

FCC11767_Radcot_B
riefing_Note_cv6.pdf
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3 BRIDGE OVER APPLEFORD SIDINGS
The Implications of running a road over Appleford sidings has been insufficiently
explored and explained in the consultation documents issued by OCC in 20205.
Awareness of these issues is now emerging and requires to be addressed urgently.
APC has already highlighted that Scheme C - Fig 9 and Fig 10 do not explain the need for
a bridge over the private railway sidings adjacent to Appleford, unlike Fig 11 which
highlights a ramp at the river crossing. Thus, the nature of the proposal was unclear to
many residents.
Therefore, a principal concern is the elevating of the road on raised embankments and
a bridge over the Appleford sidings. Appleford have developed its own architectural
model.
Figure 5 Visualisation of Road Alignment as represented in the Consultation plans

Note: The bridge over the siding will be longer and higher and the embankments will
be broader than originally proposed, as the Appleford sidings are to be enlarged to
form a shunting yard. This increase in scope and cost would not have been apparent to the
Cabinet .

5

https://consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/consult.ti/DidcotAreaInfrastructureUpdate/consultationHome
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Elevating the road is not acceptable to the residents and Parish Council for the following
reasons:
3.1 ADDITIONAL BRIDGE SPAN (HANSON RAIL SIDINGS APPROVAL)
Planning permission for the Hanson planning application was approved on 26 Oct. 2020.
Once constructed, ‘Appleford Siding’ will comprise a shunting yard of 3 tracks off the
main line and around the curve of the tracks. The intersecting acute angle of the
proposed road bridge will require a long span to clear the shunting yard. This will not
have been considered by the cabinet. The resulting height of the bridge will put it well
above the roofline of adjacent houses in Appleford.
In addition, the associated embankments to form the approaches to the bridge will
form a dominant visual barrier adjacent to local houses. Continuous trafficking of high
sided lorries and other vehicles will define the outlook and skyline to the west of
Appleford. The elevation of the entire section of the road significantly worsens the
impact on the visual intrusion, noise and traffic pollution that will impact residents.
3.2 TRAFFIC NOISE – HEAVY COMMERCIAL VEHICLES
Recognizing that the proposed road will be intensively used, including heavy good
vehicles, the gradients of the bridge approaches will exacerbate noise and traffic
pollution due to change in gears and engine speeds. Given the distance, and a 50 mph.
limit, vehicles are likely to accelerate on the approach to the bridge from both
directions, causing additional noise.
3.3 PREVAILING WIND DIRECTION
The prevailing wind direction from the south west will carry airborne particles from
engine emissions and tyre wear from the elevated road, down and across the closest
gardens and houses along Main Road in Appleford.
3.4 BRIDGE DESIGN AND NOISE
The interaction of the bridge structure with the train shunting activities in the sidings
will exacerbate the train noise transmission in the direction of Appleford. The hard
surfaces of the underside of the road bridge may produce a canyon effect, reflecting the
sound beyond the open ends of the bridge. Houses along Main Road in Appleford
overlook Appleford Sidings. They will be subject to both the traffic noise from above the
bridge and the train noise from below it. The noise from current train movements at
the sidings is already a serious problem for the closest houses on Main Road.
3.5 CONSTRUCTION COSTS (BRIDGE)
Appleford is aware that a road bridge over the sidings will be a major cost item. It is
quite possible that the required length of the bridge will exceed that required for the
12
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Thames river crossing. Similar road bridge projects have costs in the region of £15M£25M. The extended length of embankments to serve the bridge will add considerably
more to the costs. These costs are not inevitable. There are alternative positions for
the road that do not require embankments and a bridge to be constructed over
Appleford Sidings.
3.6 LAND BETWEEN APPLEFORD AND SUTTON COURTENAY – MT VISION
Appleford notes that the mid-term vision for the land between Sutton Courtenay and
Appleford, owned by FCC indicates a change of use. A master plan indicates that the
current mineral extraction and landfill is to be replaced by housing, business parks and
landscaped reclamation. It is probable that remaining industrial activities will diminish
or expire and not be renewed, in line with this vision. The future industrial purpose of
Appleford sidings for the medium term is questionable. It would be unwise to incur
considerable costs and disbenefits of a road bridge over railway sidings that may be
redundant in the medium term.
3.7 ROAD BRIDGE - CONCLUSION
Appleford considers that it will not be possible to resolve the difficulties of taking a road
over Appleford sidings whilst protecting Appleford from visual intrusion, traffic noise,
light pollution, and harmful particulates.
Appleford requires that this section of the road be re-positioned at ground level. While
this will require some revised design, it will have the immediate benefits in terms of
cost savings and reduction of worst effects of noise, and pollution health risks for
residents.
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4

ALTERNATIVE ALIGNMENT
Immediately proper to Christmas, APC has had positive and constructive meetings
with FCC Environment and Hanson, including provision of site maps which we have
studied. A meeting with RWE Technology is being arranged.
While there are technical challenges any change to the road alignment (as there are
across the whole the site), there are alternatives that need to be fully examined in
detail. From the information available to us, APC believe there are feasible options
that avoid the need for a bridge and raised embankment.
Elimination of the need to construct a bridge will result in capital savings in the order
of £20m - £25m. The cost of this bridge will have increased materially due to the
planning approval granted for an additional rail line at the sidings (wider bridge span
due to curvature of the line). This would not have been apparent when OCC Cabinet
approved the plans in July 2020. In the short /medium term the owners of the lands
(FCC Environment) wish to convert from existing use to housing or industrial buildings.
Appleford formally request OCC to commission a consulting and technical review with
all relevant stakeholders to establish the best alternative modification while keeping
faith with the existing Scheme C routing approved by Cabinet.
APC propose an alternative route and local vision outlined in Fig 6 for consideration.
There may be variations or other alignments that will achieve the same objectives.
This proposed route (or possible variations) has advantages and removes the negative
impact and worst features of an elevated road and bridge for Appleford village.
The benefits of our proposed amendments are:
I.

With modest adjustment the road can be at ground level with obvious benefits
a. No need for flyover bridge over private railway sidings and
trailing raised embankment is not required
b. Reduces the impact on residents (noise and pollution)
c. Significant cost saving and lower carbon footprint.

II.

Retains best possible road link between Appleford and Sutton Courtenay with
access at Roundabout.

III.

Provision of safe local inter-connecting cycle routes (north, south east and
west) providing access to local amenities (Millennium Common, wetlands,
open spaces, and rail network).
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IV.

Roundabout with priority for new road to Culham. Remainder of existing
Ladygrove northern distributor road used as housing estate access.

Figure 6 Alternative Route for Section C Didcot to Culham River Crossing
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5 APPENDICES
5.1 APPENDIX 1 - STATEMENT FROM APPLEFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Maps provided by OCC for Road-Rail River Crossing are unclear and misleading
Following our initial meeting with OCC on 24th September and having increasingly shared the
consultation printouts with fellow residents. it is important to register our concerns and
dissatisfaction with the information and documentation (including maps) provided for Scheme C:
Didcot to Culham River Crossing presented for consultation.
Three points of concern:
o Page 96 of the consultation materials has the road running central across the map, with the
South end of Appleford main road visible top right. To those with a keen eye, you can see the
embankments leading up to the 'gap' where the sidings crossing/ bridge will be, but there is no
label or explicit mention of the "bridge over the railway sidings", nor illustration (e.g. no artist
impression).
o

Page 107 of the consultation materials appears to show the same 'gap' in embankments as page
9, now labelled "bridge over the railway sidings". A detail APC and many others - had missed
until our meeting with OCC in September.

o

On Page 10 the road illustration has been shifted from a central position to the righthand side
of the map. Thus, page 10 continues to show significant land to the West of the proposed road
but is neatly delimited by the railway line to the East, effectively erasing the whole of Appleford
village/ main road and local residents; those most affected by the new road.

Appleford will not accept a
connection to the proposed
road for vehicles and cycles
via an unsignalised Tjunction.

No information provided
on the implications of a
bridge over railway
sidings. (see Appx 1)

6
7

9__Scheme_C__Didcot_to_Culham_River_Crossing (1).pdf
10__Scheme_C__Didcot_to_Culham_River_Crossing (1).pdf
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5.2 APPENDIX 2 - VILLAGE CIRCULAR OUTLINING ORIGINAL VILLAGE OBJECTIVES
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Figure 4 Example of Issues raised by Appleford during the consultation exercise, April 2020.
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